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ABOUT

The Warracknabeal Herald is a weekly 
newspaper published on Fridays. The Herald 
has been in circulation for 135 years and 
continues to be printed on the premises in 
Warracknabeal.

Warracknabeal has a population of 
3,100 people and is the economic and 
local government centre of the Shire of 
Yarriambiack with a population of around 
10,000.

The Warracknabeal Herald has a circulation 
that reaches through the northern Wimmera 
and southern Mallee regions of north-
west Victoria, servicing the townships of 
Warracknabeal, Brim, Beulah, Hopetoun, 
Minyip, Murtoa, Rupanyup, Watchem, Birchip, 
Jeparit, Rainbow and Yaapeet.

The Horsham Times is a weekly newspaper 
published Friday. The Horsham Times was first 
published in May 2020 and has continued to 
grow ever since.

Horsham is the largest city in the Wimmera 
wheat growing and sheep grazing district in 
western Victoria. It is located between Stawell 
and Dimboola, on the main highway linking 
Melbourne and Adelaide.

Horsham has a population of around 20,000.

The Horsham Times circulates extensively  
across North West Victoria from Ballarat to 
Edehope and from Harrow up to Hopetoun, 
with over 40 outlets selling the printed copy.

First published in 1879, The Dimboola 
Banner is a weekly newspaper published on 
Wednesday.

Dimboola is situated approximately halfway 
between Adelaide and Melbourne on the 
Western Highway, with a population of 1424.
'The Banner' circulates in the Shire of 
Hindmarsh including Dimboola, Jeparit, 
Gerang Gerung, Kiata, Antwerp and 
Tarranyurk.
 

The Rainbow Jeparit Argus is a weekly 
newspaper published Thursday.

Rainbow and Jeparit are two towns which 
service the commercial, educational and 
medical needs of people living in an area 
spanning 2,000 square kilometres. The 
population of 1,000 is spread within the 
two towns and on farming properties in the 
district. 'The Argus' reflects the agricultural 
and social interests of the community, and 
circulates throughout the townships of 
Rainbow, Jeparit, Yaapeet and surrounds.

Wimmera Mallee Sport is a weekly sports 
newspaper published on Tuesday.

Launched 9-April-24 our dedicated sports 
news service provides updates on all things 
sport, whatever the code, across the full 
breadth of our region.
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FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS
10,800+ 

DISTRIBUTION POINTS FOR 
OUR PAPERS50+

wmnews.com.au

PAGE  
IMPRESSIONS 
PAST 12 
MONTHS210,000+

WEEKLY PAPER 
HARD COPIES  

4,000

WEEKLY  
READERS  
OF OUR  
PAPERS

9,000+
15,000+ BUSINESS GUIDE  

PAGE VIEWS 
PAST 12 MONTHS 

wimmeramalleebusiness.com.au

ON-LINE 
EDITION 
VIEWS PAST 
12 MONTHS

53,000+
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MODULE SIZES

(HxWmm)

• Please enquire for more sizes and multipaper discount available. See page 8.

  1 MODULE WIDE

2x1 4x1 8x1
(T21) (T41) (T81)
92x63 186x63 374x63

  2 MODULE WIDE

  4 MODULE WIDE

CODE
Specs (mm) h x w

CODE
Specs (mm) h x w

1x4 2x4 3x4 4x4 8x4

45x260 92x260 139x260 186x260 374x260
(T14) (T24) (T34) (T44) (T84)

CODE
Specs (mm) h x w

1x2 2x2 4x2 8x2

45x129 92x129 186x129 374x129
(T12) (T22) (T42) (T82)

PRINT DISPLAY ADVERTISING

MODULAR PRICING

Friday, August 20th, 2021 $1.50 Inc GSTwww.thehorshamtimes.com.au

36 Kenny Rd Horsham, Vic 3400
03 5382 0687

Lot 1, Industrial Rd Murtoa, Vic 3390
03 5385 2336 www.kjbakercartage.com.au

Sandstone  •  Gre gre gravel  •  coarse sand
great western gravel • fine sand  •  Granite sand 

crushed rock  •  aggregate  •  beeching rock
decorative pebbles  •  cottage mulch  

•  blackwood mulch

Steampunk festival 
cancelled 
PAGE 6

Recruitment progress 
for Orange Door 

PAGE 14

• VETERANS: Vietnam veterans Colin Hill 
and Bill Purchase lay a wreath at the Vietnam 
memorial in Horsham on Wednesday August 
18.            Photo: TAYYAAB MASROOR

WIMMERA Vietnam veterans 
gathered to remember the people who 
served between 1962 and 1972 in South 
Vietnam.

The Horsham RSL hosted a luncheon 
for local veterans and their families. 

Read their stories on pages 8 and 9

Recruitment progress 
for Orange Door 

Demons sign 
2022 coaches

PAGE 28

New opportunities flow 
from water projecT

PAGE 3

Wimmera’s climate change initiative
By Abby Walter and Tayyaab Masroor

CLIMATE-eyes is a new Wimmera Southern 
Mallee project that aims to capture local 
observations and stories of living through 
extreme climate conditions. 

The Wimmera Development Association is 
leading the project that will collect information 
on what residents have seen, what changes 
they made and how they helped the whole 
region forge ahead while adapting to changing 
weather patterns. 

Wimmera Development Association 
executive director Chris Sounness said all 
Wimmera Southern Mallee residents had rich 
stories to tell about drought, fl ood, fi re, frost 
and even plagues.

Mr Sounness said a climate event with many 
stories from the region was the decade when 
the region ran “within a whisker of going dry” 
during the Millennium Drought, and residents 
began to identify a need for support.  

“The classic drought story was the 
hairdressers who sought lessons in how to 
listen to and refer distressed clients for support 
– this marked a turning point in regional 
understanding and accepting the reality of 
mental illness,” he said.

One hairdresser was Robyn Kelm who said 
she did not set out to get involved in mental 
health advocacy but identifi ed a need to support 
people in the region. 

“I saw what people were like when they came 
in and I knew we needed to do something,” she 
said. 

During the drought Wimmera Southern 
Mallee residents worked with low-water 
gardens and no-till farming, turned dry lake 
beds into concert venues, and learnt to deal 
with the mental health diffi culties that go with a 
long-running crisis and the need to ask for help.

The drought in the 2000s was not the fi rst 
time local farmers adapted to the changing 
climate and worked on a way to continue to be 
a prosperous agriculture centre into the future. 

Long-time Department of Primary Industries 
Horsham soil researcher Bernard Noonan said 

droughts in the 1980s created the fi rst interest 
in creating a cropping system that minimised 
erosion.

“You had the famous dust storms of the 
1980s where Melbourne was coated with 
dust, primarily top soil from the Mallee and 
Wimmera,” he said.

“Farmers realised the value of the nutrients 

lost in these dust storms and that stopping 
erosion was critical and that was where you 
saw organisations such as the Wimmera 
Conservation Farmers Association formed.

“The organisation had a strong focus on 
maintaining ground cover and stubble retention.

Mr Noonan said the interest in no-till 
continued steadily before another run of dry 

years in the late 1990s saw more farmers willing 
to investigate cutting down on cultivation.

“We then saw the Vic No-Till Farmers 
Association formed and more farmers began to 
move away from the cultivated fallow systems 
that used to be commonplace in the Wimmera 
and towards the techniques we see today.

• CONTINUED PAGE 5 

REMEMBERING VIETNAM VETERANS

Public holiday closure
READERS please note that the Warracknabeal Herald office 

will be closed on Monday, March 8 for the Labour Day Long 
Weekend.

The office will enjoy a short break before re-opening at 8.30am 
on Tuesday to publish the Herald that will be available on Tuesday 
evening. The deadline for all editorial and advertising copy is 10am 
on Tuesday.

Planning on finishing Planning on finishing 
those odd jobs this those odd jobs this 
Long Weekend?Long Weekend?

Warrack                Timber & HardwareWarrack                Timber & Hardware 127 SCOTT STREET, 
WARRACKNABEAL
PHONE 5398 1070

Whether its inside or outsideWhether its inside or outside
... gardening ... painting... gardening ... painting

... building ... DIY... building ... DIY
Come and see us in store for everything Come and see us in store for everything 

you’ll need to make the job easyyou’ll need to make the job easy

Don’t forget your Loyalty Card!Don’t forget your Loyalty Card!

LONG LONG 

WEEKEND WEEKEND 

TRADING TRADING 

HOURSHOURS
Sat 9am-2pmSat 9am-2pm

Sun 11am-2pmSun 11am-2pm

Mon CLOSEDMon CLOSED

RARE WALLABY JOINS 
PARK COHORT 

Victoria Police aim to keep 
roads safe this long weekend 

Healthcare services plan vaccine rollout
By James Thomas

WIMMERA Health Care 
Group will join other rural 
health services for the delivery 
of the largest and most complex 
vaccine rollout in Australian 
history.

Grampians Public Health Unit 
will be responsible for leading 
the vaccine rollout across the 
Grampians region while WHCG 
and East Grampians Health 
Service have been appointed sub 
hubs for their areas.

Rural healthcare services, 
including Rural Northwest 
Health, held a meeting on March 
1 to coordinate the initial phase of 
the rollout.

Australia’s COVID-19 
vaccines will become available in 
phases with priority groups such 
as frontline health and disability 
workers, paramedics, aged and 
disability care residents.

RNH chief executive Kevin 
Mills said the rural health service 

will partner with the region’s 
health services to roll out the 
vaccine.

“RNH will certainly play a role 
in the COVID-19 vaccination, 
initially the 1a priority group,” he 
said. 

“RNH will partner with the 
(Public Health Unit) and Ballarat 
Health Service who are taking the 
lead for the Grampians Region 
and Wimmera Health Care group 
who are the sub-lead. 

“We will follow the lead of the 
PHU and BHS and WHCG in the 
vaccination rollout. 

“We have been training a group 
of team members to be able to 
administer the vaccine.”

The rollout has already begun 
in Ballarat and the vaccine is 
expected to rollout on a local 
level in the coming weeks.

WHCG acting chief executive 
Maree Woodhouse said 
planning was well underway 
with partnering health services 
Edenhope District Memorial 

Hospital, West Wimmera Health 
Service and Rural Northwest 
Health as well as Horsham Rural 
City Council.

“We met (on March 1) with the 
other WSMHA health services and 
Horsham Rural City Council and 
each health service has a number 
of immunisers undertaking the 
mandated training to be ready 
to start the vaccination program 
after March 15,” Ms Woodhouse 
said.

“The Grampians PHU has 
the responsibility of vaccinating 
all aged care patients in Public 
Sector Residential Aged Care 
facilities and that work has begun 
this week in the Ballarat area,” 
she said.

Ms Woodhouse said WHCG 
was proud to have a lead role 
supporting Grampians PHU in the 
rollout of the vaccination program 
for this end of the Grampians 
region. 

Australia’s COVID-19 
vaccines will become available in 

By Abby Walter 

WIMMERA residents can 
expect higher levels of police 
presence this long weekend as 
Victoria Police begin Operation 
Arid. 

Horsham Highway Patrol 
officer in charge Sergeant Dale 
McIvor said the aim of Operation 
Arid was to save lives over the 
Labour Day long weekend. 

“People can expect greater 
visible police presence, more 
random breath and drug testing 
and more mobile patrols,” he said. 

Police are already conducting 
random testing, with a 27-year-
old Warracknabeal driver testing 
positive to a roadside drug test on 
Wednesday March 3. 

The man is now awaiting the 
result of a laboratory test.

Sergeant McIvor said the 
increased presence was particularly 
relevant for the coming weekend 
with the Horsham Fishing 
Competition and Rainbow Rises 
204 event taking place. 

“We want to ensure the safety of 
all our road users,” he said. 

“Stick to the limit, don’t drink or 
do drugs and drive, and take it easy 
because there is no rush.”

Sergeant McIvor said the West-
ern Highway is a notorious fatigue 
zone, particularly west of Horsham 
and he expects drivers to take rea-
sonable breaks to avoid fatigue. 

“Be safe on our roads,” he said. 
Operation Arid is set to run 

from 12.01am on Friday March 5 
to 11.59pm on Monday March 8.

There have been 37 lives lost 
on Victorian roads this year, with 
one fatality in the West Wimmera 
Shire, one fatality in the Northern 
Grampians Shire and one fatality 
in the Hindmarsh Shire. 

Victoria Police predict that long 
distance road trips, cycling and 
motorbike riding, and day trips 
could lead to an increase in lives 
lost on Victorian roads over the 
weekend.

Victoria Police were expecting 
a high volume of vehicles peeling 
off the main arterials to travel to 
campgrounds along feeder roads.

With people able to catch up 
for celebrations, and events like 
the Horsham Fishing Competition 

going ahead, police said they were 
also anticipating that people would 
make the decision to get behind the 
wheel while impaired by drugs or 
alcohol.

Road Policing Command As-
sistant Commissioner Libby Mur-
phy said they were expecting an 
increase in traffic volumes along 
roads that lead to national parks, as 
well as on and around highways. 

“With Victorians heading out 
camping, hiking and enjoying our 
state, we anticipate that people 
will be driving on roads that are 
unfamiliar and in conditions that 
come with risks,” she said. 

Assistant Commissioner 
Murphy said with some events 
back on, people like to have a few 
drinks with their friends or choose 
to take illicit substances. 

“Unfortunately, this often 
translates to people getting behind 
the wheel while impaired,” she 
said. 

“Our message to those who 
choose to do this is that we will be 
extra vigilant; any unusual driving 
behaviour or breach of a road rule 
could indicate the driver shouldn’t 
be behind the wheel.”

Assistant Commissioner 
Murphy said police would use 
every opportunity to be visible, to 
intercept and to educate drivers. 

“We cannot be everywhere, 
but we ask that people take 
responsibility and help us ensure 
that everyone makes it home 
to their loved ones this long 
weekend,” she said.

phases. Priority groups have been 
identified using public health, 
medical and epidemiological 
evidence.

This includes people that 
would be at higher risk of 
serious illness if they contracted 
COVID-19, and those most likely 

to be exposed to it.
More people will have access to 

a vaccine as more doses become 
available throughout 2021.

A NEW addition has arrived at the 
Warracknabeal Flora and Fauna Park in the 
form of an albino wallaby.

Bred and raised by Sue and Bernie Kelly, of 
Ouyen, the foot and a half tall wallaby will join 
his fellow native animals, including kangaroos, 
emus and various birds at the park along the 
Yarriambiack Creek and will be on display for 
visitors.

The Ouyen couple primarily raise native and 
South American birds for zoos and wildlife 
enclosures, with the occasional marsupial making 
an appearance. 

“(Lions Club members) Roy and Shirley 

(Liersch) got a couple of  emus off us a few years 
back and then asked us about a white wallaby 12 
months or so back,” Mr Kelly said. 

“We had young ones but they weren’t out of the 
pouch. 

“I rang up the other day and said are you still 
interested, and they said yeah. We said we’d bring 
it down and have a look at their park.” 

The park is maintained by the Warracknabeal 
Lions Club and is a free attraction in the heart of 
town.   

The Kellys said they have one more white 
wallaby at home - “a spare” which they are not 
sure what they will do with yet.

• WELCOME: Bernie Kelly, Maurie Parsons, and Roy ‘Spuddy’ Liersch with the newest resident of 
the Warracknabeal Flora and Fauna Park. 

Friday, March 5, 2021 Inc. GSTVol. 135 No. 54

135th Year of 

Publication

$1.50

Dynamo Laundry 
Liquid 1.8 Litre

$10

RAINBOW Phone 5395 1090
Prop: Ian Turner

Kirks 10x375mL 

$4.50 ea

Zafarelli Pasta 500g $1

Cadbury 
Chocolate 
Block 
160-190g 

$2.50

Red Rock 
Deli Chips 
150-165g 

$2.32

Coca-Cola, 
Sprite or 
Fanta 24 x 

375ml $15

1/2
PRICE

1/2
PRICE

1/2
PRICE

Cadbury 
Chocolate 
Block 
160-190g 

$2.50

1/2
PRICE

RAINBOW’S fi rst market 
since 2018 is set to be held at the 
Oasis site on Bow Street, with 
many stall holders from Rainbow 
and surrounds. 

It will be on Sunday March 14 
from 11am to 3pm preceding the 
Pete Denahy concert.

This will be the fi rst market at 
the Oasis since October 2018 when 
one was held as part of The Big Sky 
music event.

It has attracted a lot of interest 
from marketeers from all over the 
Mallee and Wimmera.

Local groups such as Rainbow 
Innovations Centre, Rainbow 
Kindergarten Committee and the 
Rainbow Scouts will be a part of 
the market.

The other vendors include a 
mixture of locals and people from 
surrounding towns including 
Hopetoun, Dimboola, Horsham 
and Sea Lake. 

With surrounding towns such as 
Hopetoun, Warracknabeal, Nhill 
and Dimboola all having regular 
markets, many people are excited 
to see Rainbow hosting a market.

About 20 stallholders have 
already said they will take part in 
the market. 

There will be a wide variety of 
products such as: 

Crafts; macrame; dog 
accessories; plants; collectables; 
herbs; spices and oils; fl ower 
arrangements; seed planters; 
scented candles; jewellery; 

THE attractions of Rainbow 
will be transmitted to television 
screens across the country after 
the ABC’s Back Roads came and 
fi lmed a segment last week.

Rainbow’s Marg Krelle and the 
Rainbow Innovation Centre; Sup-
porting All Abilities Incorporated 
will be a focus of the segment. 

The show profi les rural 
communities, characters and those 
facing adversity in the bush.

The program is more of a docu-
mentary than a travel series, based 
on resilience and what surprising 
things people achieve in these small 
communities.

With a land as big as Australia, 
there is no shortage of suggested 
destinations. 

When local photographer and 
farmer Ben Gosling became in 
contact with ABC through the 
Mallee Book, he spoke about many 
things that are happening in the 
town.

Back Roads host Heather Ew-
art then made a decision to do an 
episode on the Mallee, choosing to 
highlight Miss Krelle and the Rain-
bow Innovation Centre.

 The footage will be in part of an 
episode including Ouyen and Sea 
Lake that will air later in the year.

“It’s amazing being able to visit 
these small towns like Rainbow,” 
Mrs Ewart said.

“I grew up in a small Victorian 
country town. The resilience and 
positive attitudes of the locals is al-
ways powerful.” 

When former ABC managing di-
rector Mark Scott called Mrs Ewart 
to come up with an idea about the 
country, she thought about where 
her roots string from.

“I thought one thing that hasn’t 
been done is what happens in these 
little country towns,” she said.

And that is how Back Roads be-
gan. 

The theme in the early days 
when she fi rst formed Back Roads 
was “you never know who you’ll 
meet, or what you’ll fi nd, if you 
take back roads.”

Still sticking true to that mes-
sage, she was stoked to have met 
some amazing people around Rain-
bow and what she found at the Oa-
sis on Bow Street. 

“The last time I came to Rain-
bow was in the late 1970s. It is 
wonderful to be here again.”

Sound operator John Peterson 
said he loves his job, saying he is 
‘living the dream’ working with 
Back Roads. He said what makes 

the job is visiting new towns and 
fi nding interesting characters.

The entire crew was pleased to 
have visited and included Rainbow 
in their series, that they recorded on 
Thursday, February 18.

 Producer Kathy McLeish said 
that “everyone has been so lovely 
and welcoming”

Mrs McLeish also said “it can 
take an hour of fi lm to produce one 
minute of footage”

After dinner at the pub that night, 
and some exploring Federal Street 
the next day, they headed to fi lm at 
Sea Lake. 

Belinda Eckermann who runs 
Rainbow Innovation Centre was 
grateful for Back Roads wanting to 
feature the center.

She expressed appreciation to 
all of the volunteers who helped in 
showcasing activities and projects 
that the centre has been working on 
to the fi lm crew. 

Mrs Eckermann said, “Than-
kyou to all the crew, and to all the 
Innovation Centre participants who 
were able to attend, the mentors and 
committee members, Woodbine 
Incorporated staff and clients, the 
Hands on Learning crew and Marg 
Krelle.”

The episode is set to air in June. 

• RECOGNITION: The ABC Backroads fi lm crew with Marg Krelle who will feature in an episode. 
From the left, producer Kathy McLeish, camera man Ron Ekkel, Marg Krelle, presenter Heather Ewarts, 
sound operator John Peterson.

ABC BACKROADS 
FILM IN RAINBOW

• SUPPORT LOCAL: Jillian Rumble and Bernard Young with a stall at the last Rainbow market in 
2018. 

• FIND FLAVIA: Flavia from Eco Enviro Concepts will be at the 
Rainbow Market selling seed planters made from recycled coffee 
cups.

Rainbow market returns

clothing; baking; food and drinks 
will also be available.

For more information, contact 
Les Graetz on 0408 575 887.

Thursday, February 25, 2021 Inc. GSTSince 1906 $1.40

Dimboola and District

WEATHER
WED: High Level Clouds. Mild. Dry.

THUR: Mostly Sunny. Mild. Dry.

FRI: Mostly Sunny. Warm.

SAT:  Mostly Sunny. Warm.

SUN:  Sunny. Warm.

MON: Morning Clouds. Warm. Dry.

Min Max
10 24

10 26

11 27

14 28

12 28

12 30

DIMBOOLA STOCKFEED & PRODUCE
22 Wimmera Street, Dimboola. Phone 03 5389 1541, Fax 03 5389 2170.    Email: dimstockfeed@gmail.com CHAINSAWS, BLOWERS, TRIMMERS & MOWERS

DEALERS FOR:-

 Rover Lawn King Rover 20/42 NX Cub Cadet XT1 LT 42
 24hp/42” cut 20hp/24” cut 42” cut

$5,680 $4,280 $3,990

 Rover Cub Cadet Rover RZT 679
 Micro Rider RZT S Zero turn Zero turn

$2,800 $8,800 $5,700

SEE US FIRST SEE US FIRST 
OR SEE US OR SEE US 
LAST ...LAST ...
BUT PLEASE BUT PLEASE 
COME AND COME AND 
SEE USSEE US
SEE US FOR THE BEST PRICE AND SERVICE IN THE WIMMERA!SEE US FOR THE BEST PRICE AND SERVICE IN THE WIMMERA!

NEW Year Seven Dimboola 
Memorial Secondary College 
students, along with their 
families, enjoyed a welcome 
barbecue to connect with each 
other and also see some of the 
improvements and changes on 
the campus.

DMSC staff, including 
principal Sally Klinge, were 
also in attendance to meet 
with new families to the 
school.

“It was great to meet many 
of our new families at the 
Parent Barbecue,” Mrs Klinge 
said. 

The Year Sevens have settled 
into highschool despite the 
brief lockdown that closed 
schools for three days. 

Students were provided 
with online learning material 
during the shutdown, but 
have now returned to on-site 
learning. 

YEAR 7 STUDENTS 
WELCOMED TO DMSC

• MEET: The welcome barbecue for new families to the school to see the campus and meet with teachers and staff at DMSC.

HEALTHCARE 
MERGER 

CONSULTATIONS 
EXTENDED 

WIMMERA Health Care 
Group is extending the 
community consultation period 
for their proposal to explore 
partnership opportunities with 
Ballarat Health Services.

Wimmera Health Care Group 
board chair Marie Aitken said they 
have extended the community 
consultation period until March 15, 
after initial plans were to conclude 
consultations on February 15. 

“We will continue to engage with 
the community, via pop up stands at 
markets, Horsham Plaza, Dimboola 
Day Centre, until the end of May,” 
she said. 

“A comprehensive report will be 
prepared following the completion 
of community consultation and due 
diligence studies.”

Wimmera Health Care Group 
chief executive Catherine Morley 
said the group has identified more 
groups in the community that they 
wish to engage with.

“We will be conducting some 
targeted consultation and we need 
to hear from more people who use 
our services,” she said. 

Ms Morley said that healthcare 
is complex and there was no simple 
solution to enhancing services. 

“We need to hear from people 

who use our mental health services 
or maternity health services and 
more to help create equitable health 
services and choices,” she said. 

“We are extending our 
consultation, will continue to share 
information and are still keen to 
hear from community members.”

Ms Morley said the key areas 
for improvement based on 
consultations thus far for services 
in the Wimmera are orthopedic, 
maternity and mental health. 

“The key reason that we 
explored this is to increase services 
and improve health outcomes,” she 
said.

“We’re currently not meeting the 
needs of the community and are 
seeing an increase in people leaving 
to access health care.”

Ms Morley said there are 
concerns amongst the community 
about the proposal. 

“That is why we are doing 
community consultation and due 
diligence, so we can give the board 
the best information so they can 
make the best decision,” she said. 

Ms Morley said the boards will 
make  individual decisions, likely 
in the middle of the year, which will 
then be taken to the minister for a 
final decision.

• WELCOME: Year seven students and their families were welcomed to DMSC with a barbecue.

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 Inc. GSTIncorporating Jeparit News $1.40

Celebrating 
1140 years40 years 

of publication

The Horsham TimesWimmera Mallee Sport Warracknabeal Herald

Rainbow Argus Dimboola Banner

$50 
P/M

$50 
P/M

$40 
P/M

$30 
P/M

$30 
P/M

3 FOR 
$70 

5 FOR 
$80 

For any other combination 
please contact us.

PRINT SPECIFICATIONS PRINT AD DEADLINES
Format: PDF

Color: CMYK

Resolution: 300dpi

THT

WH

DB

RA

5pm Wednesday

10am Thursday (for Friday edition)

10am Tuesday

10am Tuesday

Modular advertisements are charged by the number of modules wide by modules high:
There are a maximum of 8 modules high and 4 modules wide on a page.
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PAGE 6

Recruitment progress 
for Orange Door 

PAGE 14

• VETERANS: Vietnam veterans Colin Hill 
and Bill Purchase lay a wreath at the Vietnam 
memorial in Horsham on Wednesday August 
18.            Photo: TAYYAAB MASROOR

WIMMERA Vietnam veterans 
gathered to remember the people who 
served between 1962 and 1972 in South 
Vietnam.

The Horsham RSL hosted a luncheon 
for local veterans and their families. 

Read their stories on pages 8 and 9

Recruitment progress 
for Orange Door 

Demons sign 
2022 coaches

PAGE 28

New opportunities flow 
from water projecT

PAGE 3

Wimmera’s climate change initiative
By Abby Walter and Tayyaab Masroor

CLIMATE-eyes is a new Wimmera Southern 
Mallee project that aims to capture local 
observations and stories of living through 
extreme climate conditions. 

The Wimmera Development Association is 
leading the project that will collect information 
on what residents have seen, what changes 
they made and how they helped the whole 
region forge ahead while adapting to changing 
weather patterns. 

Wimmera Development Association 
executive director Chris Sounness said all 
Wimmera Southern Mallee residents had rich 
stories to tell about drought, fl ood, fi re, frost 
and even plagues.

Mr Sounness said a climate event with many 
stories from the region was the decade when 
the region ran “within a whisker of going dry” 
during the Millennium Drought, and residents 
began to identify a need for support.  

“The classic drought story was the 
hairdressers who sought lessons in how to 
listen to and refer distressed clients for support 
– this marked a turning point in regional 
understanding and accepting the reality of 
mental illness,” he said.

One hairdresser was Robyn Kelm who said 
she did not set out to get involved in mental 
health advocacy but identifi ed a need to support 
people in the region. 

“I saw what people were like when they came 
in and I knew we needed to do something,” she 
said. 

During the drought Wimmera Southern 
Mallee residents worked with low-water 
gardens and no-till farming, turned dry lake 
beds into concert venues, and learnt to deal 
with the mental health diffi culties that go with a 
long-running crisis and the need to ask for help.

The drought in the 2000s was not the fi rst 
time local farmers adapted to the changing 
climate and worked on a way to continue to be 
a prosperous agriculture centre into the future. 

Long-time Department of Primary Industries 
Horsham soil researcher Bernard Noonan said 

droughts in the 1980s created the fi rst interest 
in creating a cropping system that minimised 
erosion.

“You had the famous dust storms of the 
1980s where Melbourne was coated with 
dust, primarily top soil from the Mallee and 
Wimmera,” he said.

“Farmers realised the value of the nutrients 

lost in these dust storms and that stopping 
erosion was critical and that was where you 
saw organisations such as the Wimmera 
Conservation Farmers Association formed.

“The organisation had a strong focus on 
maintaining ground cover and stubble retention.

Mr Noonan said the interest in no-till 
continued steadily before another run of dry 

years in the late 1990s saw more farmers willing 
to investigate cutting down on cultivation.

“We then saw the Vic No-Till Farmers 
Association formed and more farmers began to 
move away from the cultivated fallow systems 
that used to be commonplace in the Wimmera 
and towards the techniques we see today.

• CONTINUED PAGE 5 

REMEMBERING VIETNAM VETERANS

Public holiday closure
READERS please note that the Warracknabeal Herald office 

will be closed on Monday, March 8 for the Labour Day Long 
Weekend.

The office will enjoy a short break before re-opening at 8.30am 
on Tuesday to publish the Herald that will be available on Tuesday 
evening. The deadline for all editorial and advertising copy is 10am 
on Tuesday.

Planning on finishing Planning on finishing 
those odd jobs this those odd jobs this 
Long Weekend?Long Weekend?

Warrack                Timber & HardwareWarrack                Timber & Hardware 127 SCOTT STREET, 
WARRACKNABEAL
PHONE 5398 1070

Whether its inside or outsideWhether its inside or outside
... gardening ... painting... gardening ... painting

... building ... DIY... building ... DIY
Come and see us in store for everything Come and see us in store for everything 

you’ll need to make the job easyyou’ll need to make the job easy

Don’t forget your Loyalty Card!Don’t forget your Loyalty Card!

LONG LONG 

WEEKEND WEEKEND 

TRADING TRADING 

HOURSHOURS
Sat 9am-2pmSat 9am-2pm

Sun 11am-2pmSun 11am-2pm

Mon CLOSEDMon CLOSED

RARE WALLABY JOINS 
PARK COHORT 

Victoria Police aim to keep 
roads safe this long weekend 

Healthcare services plan vaccine rollout
By James Thomas

WIMMERA Health Care 
Group will join other rural 
health services for the delivery 
of the largest and most complex 
vaccine rollout in Australian 
history.

Grampians Public Health Unit 
will be responsible for leading 
the vaccine rollout across the 
Grampians region while WHCG 
and East Grampians Health 
Service have been appointed sub 
hubs for their areas.

Rural healthcare services, 
including Rural Northwest 
Health, held a meeting on March 
1 to coordinate the initial phase of 
the rollout.

Australia’s COVID-19 
vaccines will become available in 
phases with priority groups such 
as frontline health and disability 
workers, paramedics, aged and 
disability care residents.

RNH chief executive Kevin 
Mills said the rural health service 

will partner with the region’s 
health services to roll out the 
vaccine.

“RNH will certainly play a role 
in the COVID-19 vaccination, 
initially the 1a priority group,” he 
said. 

“RNH will partner with the 
(Public Health Unit) and Ballarat 
Health Service who are taking the 
lead for the Grampians Region 
and Wimmera Health Care group 
who are the sub-lead. 

“We will follow the lead of the 
PHU and BHS and WHCG in the 
vaccination rollout. 

“We have been training a group 
of team members to be able to 
administer the vaccine.”

The rollout has already begun 
in Ballarat and the vaccine is 
expected to rollout on a local 
level in the coming weeks.

WHCG acting chief executive 
Maree Woodhouse said 
planning was well underway 
with partnering health services 
Edenhope District Memorial 

Hospital, West Wimmera Health 
Service and Rural Northwest 
Health as well as Horsham Rural 
City Council.

“We met (on March 1) with the 
other WSMHA health services and 
Horsham Rural City Council and 
each health service has a number 
of immunisers undertaking the 
mandated training to be ready 
to start the vaccination program 
after March 15,” Ms Woodhouse 
said.

“The Grampians PHU has 
the responsibility of vaccinating 
all aged care patients in Public 
Sector Residential Aged Care 
facilities and that work has begun 
this week in the Ballarat area,” 
she said.

Ms Woodhouse said WHCG 
was proud to have a lead role 
supporting Grampians PHU in the 
rollout of the vaccination program 
for this end of the Grampians 
region. 

Australia’s COVID-19 
vaccines will become available in 

By Abby Walter 

WIMMERA residents can 
expect higher levels of police 
presence this long weekend as 
Victoria Police begin Operation 
Arid. 

Horsham Highway Patrol 
officer in charge Sergeant Dale 
McIvor said the aim of Operation 
Arid was to save lives over the 
Labour Day long weekend. 

“People can expect greater 
visible police presence, more 
random breath and drug testing 
and more mobile patrols,” he said. 

Police are already conducting 
random testing, with a 27-year-
old Warracknabeal driver testing 
positive to a roadside drug test on 
Wednesday March 3. 

The man is now awaiting the 
result of a laboratory test.

Sergeant McIvor said the 
increased presence was particularly 
relevant for the coming weekend 
with the Horsham Fishing 
Competition and Rainbow Rises 
204 event taking place. 

“We want to ensure the safety of 
all our road users,” he said. 

“Stick to the limit, don’t drink or 
do drugs and drive, and take it easy 
because there is no rush.”

Sergeant McIvor said the West-
ern Highway is a notorious fatigue 
zone, particularly west of Horsham 
and he expects drivers to take rea-
sonable breaks to avoid fatigue. 

“Be safe on our roads,” he said. 
Operation Arid is set to run 

from 12.01am on Friday March 5 
to 11.59pm on Monday March 8.

There have been 37 lives lost 
on Victorian roads this year, with 
one fatality in the West Wimmera 
Shire, one fatality in the Northern 
Grampians Shire and one fatality 
in the Hindmarsh Shire. 

Victoria Police predict that long 
distance road trips, cycling and 
motorbike riding, and day trips 
could lead to an increase in lives 
lost on Victorian roads over the 
weekend.

Victoria Police were expecting 
a high volume of vehicles peeling 
off the main arterials to travel to 
campgrounds along feeder roads.

With people able to catch up 
for celebrations, and events like 
the Horsham Fishing Competition 

going ahead, police said they were 
also anticipating that people would 
make the decision to get behind the 
wheel while impaired by drugs or 
alcohol.

Road Policing Command As-
sistant Commissioner Libby Mur-
phy said they were expecting an 
increase in traffic volumes along 
roads that lead to national parks, as 
well as on and around highways. 

“With Victorians heading out 
camping, hiking and enjoying our 
state, we anticipate that people 
will be driving on roads that are 
unfamiliar and in conditions that 
come with risks,” she said. 

Assistant Commissioner 
Murphy said with some events 
back on, people like to have a few 
drinks with their friends or choose 
to take illicit substances. 

“Unfortunately, this often 
translates to people getting behind 
the wheel while impaired,” she 
said. 

“Our message to those who 
choose to do this is that we will be 
extra vigilant; any unusual driving 
behaviour or breach of a road rule 
could indicate the driver shouldn’t 
be behind the wheel.”

Assistant Commissioner 
Murphy said police would use 
every opportunity to be visible, to 
intercept and to educate drivers. 

“We cannot be everywhere, 
but we ask that people take 
responsibility and help us ensure 
that everyone makes it home 
to their loved ones this long 
weekend,” she said.

phases. Priority groups have been 
identified using public health, 
medical and epidemiological 
evidence.

This includes people that 
would be at higher risk of 
serious illness if they contracted 
COVID-19, and those most likely 

to be exposed to it.
More people will have access to 

a vaccine as more doses become 
available throughout 2021.

A NEW addition has arrived at the 
Warracknabeal Flora and Fauna Park in the 
form of an albino wallaby.

Bred and raised by Sue and Bernie Kelly, of 
Ouyen, the foot and a half tall wallaby will join 
his fellow native animals, including kangaroos, 
emus and various birds at the park along the 
Yarriambiack Creek and will be on display for 
visitors.

The Ouyen couple primarily raise native and 
South American birds for zoos and wildlife 
enclosures, with the occasional marsupial making 
an appearance. 

“(Lions Club members) Roy and Shirley 

(Liersch) got a couple of  emus off us a few years 
back and then asked us about a white wallaby 12 
months or so back,” Mr Kelly said. 

“We had young ones but they weren’t out of the 
pouch. 

“I rang up the other day and said are you still 
interested, and they said yeah. We said we’d bring 
it down and have a look at their park.” 

The park is maintained by the Warracknabeal 
Lions Club and is a free attraction in the heart of 
town.   

The Kellys said they have one more white 
wallaby at home - “a spare” which they are not 
sure what they will do with yet.

• WELCOME: Bernie Kelly, Maurie Parsons, and Roy ‘Spuddy’ Liersch with the newest resident of 
the Warracknabeal Flora and Fauna Park. 
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RAINBOW’S fi rst market 
since 2018 is set to be held at the 
Oasis site on Bow Street, with 
many stall holders from Rainbow 
and surrounds. 

It will be on Sunday March 14 
from 11am to 3pm preceding the 
Pete Denahy concert.

This will be the fi rst market at 
the Oasis since October 2018 when 
one was held as part of The Big Sky 
music event.

It has attracted a lot of interest 
from marketeers from all over the 
Mallee and Wimmera.

Local groups such as Rainbow 
Innovations Centre, Rainbow 
Kindergarten Committee and the 
Rainbow Scouts will be a part of 
the market.

The other vendors include a 
mixture of locals and people from 
surrounding towns including 
Hopetoun, Dimboola, Horsham 
and Sea Lake. 

With surrounding towns such as 
Hopetoun, Warracknabeal, Nhill 
and Dimboola all having regular 
markets, many people are excited 
to see Rainbow hosting a market.

About 20 stallholders have 
already said they will take part in 
the market. 

There will be a wide variety of 
products such as: 

Crafts; macrame; dog 
accessories; plants; collectables; 
herbs; spices and oils; fl ower 
arrangements; seed planters; 
scented candles; jewellery; 

THE attractions of Rainbow 
will be transmitted to television 
screens across the country after 
the ABC’s Back Roads came and 
fi lmed a segment last week.

Rainbow’s Marg Krelle and the 
Rainbow Innovation Centre; Sup-
porting All Abilities Incorporated 
will be a focus of the segment. 

The show profi les rural 
communities, characters and those 
facing adversity in the bush.

The program is more of a docu-
mentary than a travel series, based 
on resilience and what surprising 
things people achieve in these small 
communities.

With a land as big as Australia, 
there is no shortage of suggested 
destinations. 

When local photographer and 
farmer Ben Gosling became in 
contact with ABC through the 
Mallee Book, he spoke about many 
things that are happening in the 
town.

Back Roads host Heather Ew-
art then made a decision to do an 
episode on the Mallee, choosing to 
highlight Miss Krelle and the Rain-
bow Innovation Centre.

 The footage will be in part of an 
episode including Ouyen and Sea 
Lake that will air later in the year.

“It’s amazing being able to visit 
these small towns like Rainbow,” 
Mrs Ewart said.

“I grew up in a small Victorian 
country town. The resilience and 
positive attitudes of the locals is al-
ways powerful.” 

When former ABC managing di-
rector Mark Scott called Mrs Ewart 
to come up with an idea about the 
country, she thought about where 
her roots string from.

“I thought one thing that hasn’t 
been done is what happens in these 
little country towns,” she said.

And that is how Back Roads be-
gan. 

The theme in the early days 
when she fi rst formed Back Roads 
was “you never know who you’ll 
meet, or what you’ll fi nd, if you 
take back roads.”

Still sticking true to that mes-
sage, she was stoked to have met 
some amazing people around Rain-
bow and what she found at the Oa-
sis on Bow Street. 

“The last time I came to Rain-
bow was in the late 1970s. It is 
wonderful to be here again.”

Sound operator John Peterson 
said he loves his job, saying he is 
‘living the dream’ working with 
Back Roads. He said what makes 

the job is visiting new towns and 
fi nding interesting characters.

The entire crew was pleased to 
have visited and included Rainbow 
in their series, that they recorded on 
Thursday, February 18.

 Producer Kathy McLeish said 
that “everyone has been so lovely 
and welcoming”

Mrs McLeish also said “it can 
take an hour of fi lm to produce one 
minute of footage”

After dinner at the pub that night, 
and some exploring Federal Street 
the next day, they headed to fi lm at 
Sea Lake. 

Belinda Eckermann who runs 
Rainbow Innovation Centre was 
grateful for Back Roads wanting to 
feature the center.

She expressed appreciation to 
all of the volunteers who helped in 
showcasing activities and projects 
that the centre has been working on 
to the fi lm crew. 

Mrs Eckermann said, “Than-
kyou to all the crew, and to all the 
Innovation Centre participants who 
were able to attend, the mentors and 
committee members, Woodbine 
Incorporated staff and clients, the 
Hands on Learning crew and Marg 
Krelle.”

The episode is set to air in June. 

• RECOGNITION: The ABC Backroads fi lm crew with Marg Krelle who will feature in an episode. 
From the left, producer Kathy McLeish, camera man Ron Ekkel, Marg Krelle, presenter Heather Ewarts, 
sound operator John Peterson.

ABC BACKROADS 
FILM IN RAINBOW

• SUPPORT LOCAL: Jillian Rumble and Bernard Young with a stall at the last Rainbow market in 
2018. 

• FIND FLAVIA: Flavia from Eco Enviro Concepts will be at the 
Rainbow Market selling seed planters made from recycled coffee 
cups.

Rainbow market returns

clothing; baking; food and drinks 
will also be available.

For more information, contact 
Les Graetz on 0408 575 887.
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Dimboola and District

WEATHER
WED: High Level Clouds. Mild. Dry.
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NEW Year Seven Dimboola 
Memorial Secondary College 
students, along with their 
families, enjoyed a welcome 
barbecue to connect with each 
other and also see some of the 
improvements and changes on 
the campus.

DMSC staff, including 
principal Sally Klinge, were 
also in attendance to meet 
with new families to the 
school.

“It was great to meet many 
of our new families at the 
Parent Barbecue,” Mrs Klinge 
said. 

The Year Sevens have settled 
into highschool despite the 
brief lockdown that closed 
schools for three days. 

Students were provided 
with online learning material 
during the shutdown, but 
have now returned to on-site 
learning. 

YEAR 7 STUDENTS 
WELCOMED TO DMSC

• MEET: The welcome barbecue for new families to the school to see the campus and meet with teachers and staff at DMSC.

HEALTHCARE 
MERGER 

CONSULTATIONS 
EXTENDED 

WIMMERA Health Care 
Group is extending the 
community consultation period 
for their proposal to explore 
partnership opportunities with 
Ballarat Health Services.

Wimmera Health Care Group 
board chair Marie Aitken said they 
have extended the community 
consultation period until March 15, 
after initial plans were to conclude 
consultations on February 15. 

“We will continue to engage with 
the community, via pop up stands at 
markets, Horsham Plaza, Dimboola 
Day Centre, until the end of May,” 
she said. 

“A comprehensive report will be 
prepared following the completion 
of community consultation and due 
diligence studies.”

Wimmera Health Care Group 
chief executive Catherine Morley 
said the group has identified more 
groups in the community that they 
wish to engage with.

“We will be conducting some 
targeted consultation and we need 
to hear from more people who use 
our services,” she said. 

Ms Morley said that healthcare 
is complex and there was no simple 
solution to enhancing services. 

“We need to hear from people 

who use our mental health services 
or maternity health services and 
more to help create equitable health 
services and choices,” she said. 

“We are extending our 
consultation, will continue to share 
information and are still keen to 
hear from community members.”

Ms Morley said the key areas 
for improvement based on 
consultations thus far for services 
in the Wimmera are orthopedic, 
maternity and mental health. 

“The key reason that we 
explored this is to increase services 
and improve health outcomes,” she 
said.

“We’re currently not meeting the 
needs of the community and are 
seeing an increase in people leaving 
to access health care.”

Ms Morley said there are 
concerns amongst the community 
about the proposal. 

“That is why we are doing 
community consultation and due 
diligence, so we can give the board 
the best information so they can 
make the best decision,” she said. 

Ms Morley said the boards will 
make  individual decisions, likely 
in the middle of the year, which will 
then be taken to the minister for a 
final decision.

• WELCOME: Year seven students and their families were welcomed to DMSC with a barbecue.
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